


ICG/CARIBE EWS XIX RECOMMENDATIONS      
3.3 	CTIC
The Intergovernmental Coordination Group for the Tsunami and Other Coastal Hazards Warning System for the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions (ICG/CARIBE-EWS),
Notes the activities undertaken by the CTIC during the intersessional period and the strong collaboration with the International Tsunami Information Center Caribbean Office (ITIC-CAR), the Tsunami Ready Task Team,  Working Group 4 and the CARIBE WAVE Task Team including the convening of the regional Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme Summit for CARIBE EWS Member States, Observers and partners 20-21 April 2026 





1. Recommends ICG/CARIBE EWS Member States to make contributions to the IOC Special Account and provide human resources under various arrangements including long and short term internships to support the work of the CTIC.
2. Recommends that CTIC continues to work with the IOC Secretariat, CARIBE EWS Member States and partners to develop a strategic plan to guide the resource mobilization and staffing efforts of the CTIC
     
     

3.9. 	CARIBE WAVE
The Intergovernmental Coordination Group for the Tsunami and Other Coastal Hazards Warning System for the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions (ICG/CARIBE-EWS),
Notes the report of CARIBE WAVE 26 Task Team highlighting the successful conduct of the CARIBE WAVE 26 Exercise with the participation of d over 619,000 participants from 45 of the CARIBE EWS Member States and Territories. 

1. Acknowledges the good collaboration between the CARIBE WAVE Task Team, CTIC and ITIC-CAR in planning, promoting, executing, and evaluating the annual CARIBE WAVE Exercise,

2. Appreciates the International Tsunami Information Centre Caribbean Office (ITIC-CAR), the Caribbean Tsunami Information Center (CTIC),  the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center (PTWC) the Central America Tsunami Advisory Center (CATAC) the United States Geological Survey (USGS) University of West Indies Seismic Research Center (UWI-SRC) and the University of Toulouse Paul Sabatier Géosciences Environnement Toulouse (GET)- l’Observatoire Midi-Pyrénées (OMP) and CARIBE WAVE 26 Task Team,  in planning, promoting, executing, and evaluating the CARIBE WAVE 26 Exercise.

3. TSUNAMI READY TASK TEAM: 

The Intergovernmental Coordination Group for the Tsunami and Other Coastal Hazards Warning System for the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions (ICG/CARIBE-EWS),
Notes the successful conduct and report of the Second Caribbean Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme Summit was held in Willemstad on 20–21 April, 2026 which brought together representatives of 30 Member States and territories as well as regional and international organizations.

Further notes the need for enhanced priority to be given to Tsunami Ready at the national level to facilitate enhanced ownership, financial and institutional support and sustainability,
Recommends that Member States establish and implement a national strategy for the Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme which considers the benefits, multi-sectoral dimensions, disaster management frameworks, and administrative arrangements to strengthen the awareness and understanding of the Tsunami Ready Programme among political decision-makers
Encourages Member States to support the sustainable financing of the Tsunami Ready Programme, including by targeting non-traditional donors and public-private partnerships, while fostering collaboration with academic and research institutions to contribute to applied research, innovation, data analysis, and technical support to authorities.
Recommends that Member States and Territories designate a Tsunami Ready Focal Point to support coordination, continuity, and liaison with UNESCO.
Recognises the need to enhance monitoring, reporting and the promotion of the Tsunami Ready Programme at national and international levels,
Recommends that UNESCO and Member States share the successes and status of the Tsunami Ready Programme through key activities (e.g. general assemblies) and via traditional and social media platforms.
Recommends the integration of sustainability considerations across all Tsunami Ready indicators, and the mapping of Tsunami Ready indicators with international and  regional DRR frameworks (e.g. EW4All, Sendai Framework, and the Comprehensive Disaster Management Framework and Strategy), to facilitate enhanced reporting, monitoring and encourage timely renewals.
Recommends the enhanced inclusion of youth, elderly, differently abled persons, migrants, all genders and other diverse social groups and their organisations within the implementation of the Tsunami Ready Programme including through accessible and multi-language approaches, in the design and implementation of tsunami early warning systems, preparedness activities, and community-based disaster risk reduction.
Further recommends the continuous and meaningful engagement of children and young people as active contributors in child‑responsive disaster risk reduction strategies and programmes across the region.
Recommends strengthened cooperation between geographically proximate territories, notably through the sharing and harmonization of standard operating procedures (SOPs), with a view to ensuring alert dissemination that is both timely and consistent in the instructions communicated to populations.
Encourages the use of tools supporting the Tsunami Ready Programme, including the CARIBE EWS Community-Level Tsunami Risk Index (TRI) for risk-based prioritization, 
Recommends that the Tsunami Ready Task Team clearly defines the positioning, roles, and responsibilities of the Tsunami Ready Focal Point, in order to ensure consistency, visibility, and operational effectiveness across Member States.
Recommends that the Tsunami Ready Task Team develops a practical guidance framework for National Tsunami Ready Boards (NTRBs), aimed at supporting the operational implementation of Tsunami Ready indicators.
Recommends the Tsunami Ready Task Team in collaboration with the CTIC, to review and implement the Tsunami Ready Evaluation Survey, with the objective of strengthening its clarity, usability, and relevance for monitoring progress and supporting continuous improvement.






     


     
                                             
     
     

     
     
     
     
     
     
     


                                                  

4. 1 	WORKING GROUP 1:

The Intergovernmental Coordination Group for the Tsunami and Other Coastal Hazards Warning System for the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions (ICG/CARIBE-EWS),

1. Notes the progress of Working Group 1 including the publication of the report of the Expert meeting on Seismic and Non-seismic Probabilistic Tsunami Hazard Assessment (PTHA) 3-5 December 2024

2. Recommends that Working Group 1 conducts a literature review study on real-time detection of submarine landslides in the Caribbean and its adjacent regions

3. Decides for  Working Group 1 to work with Secretariat to organize a regional training on the development of digital elevation models (DEMs) for tsunami inundation modeling.

4. 2 	WORKING GROUP 2:

1. Noting the report of the Working Group 2.


2. Notes that a high percentage of the stations in the CARIBE-EWS sea level network are currently non-operational and the potential delays on the proper assessment of tsunami events and the issuance of timely and accurate tsunami alerts and cancellations;

3. Recommends  Member States and operators of seismic, GNSS and sea level stations contributing to CARIBE EWS to maintain their sea-level stationsnetworks in an operational status and regularly review and update the status of its stationsof their networks, and inform ITIC-CAR, Secretariat, PTWC and CATAC on any updates.  in the IOC Sea Level Monitoring Facility and the PTWC monthly status reports posted on the website of the ITIC-CAR, and inform ITIC-CAR and Secretariat on plans for repair;
4. Recommends that those operators of seismic, GNSS and sea level stations exchange their data and meta-data to facilitate earthquake and tsunami monitoring and detection within CARIBE EWS.   

5. Recommends Member States to adequately fund institutions in charge of seismic, GNSS, volcanic and sea level monitoring within the CARIBE EWS to ensure the effective detection, analysis and forecasting of tsunamis. 

6. Appreciates the work of the UN Ocean Decade, the ITU/WMO/UNESCO-IOC Joint Task Force (JTF) on SMART cables and efforts to quantify with WG 2 the impact of SMART cables on improved early warning for tsunamis and other hazards 

7. Recommends CARIBE-EWS participation in a Caribbean working group including stakeholders from other ocean observatories and interests to specifically address the implementation of such technology in the Caribe-EWS and formalize relationships between the CARIBE-EWS and the JTF on SMART Cables.

Recommends Caribe-EWS participation in a Caribbean working group including stakeholders from other ocean observatories and interests to specifically address the implementation of such technology in the Caribbean and adjacent regions and formalize relationships between the Caribe-EWS and the ITU/WMO/UNESCO-IOC Joint Task Force (JTF) on SMART Cables, and further encourages Member States to designate national focal points to participate in the SMART Cables webinar series, beginning with the first targeted webinar on May 21, 2026."

8. Recommends Member States to consider the incorporation of SMART Cables capability into new subsea telecom cable projects.

9. Recommends that WG2 with Secretariat organize a Spanish language sea level station workshop in 2027 with similar arrangements as 20243 and 2025 workshops with the support of NOAA, IHO, IMO, and the secretariat in 2027.

10. Further recommends thate WG2 to conducts regular follow-up with trainees and network operators for evaluation of the impact of the sea level station trainings on the improved operation and coverage and with the Secretariat identify resources and mechanisms to support the purchase of equipment to repair and install new stations.

4.3 	WORKING GROUP 3

1. Notes the report of the Working Group 3.

2. Recognizes the actions of the Working Group 3 towards the advancement of tsunami warning dissemination and communication and the inclusion of WMO, UNDRR and ITU in the Working Group 3 and its activities.  

3. Recommends Working Group 3 to continue working on the publication and dissemination of the results of the CARIBE-EWS Inventory and MS Needs of Tsunami Warning Dissemination and Communication Methods for the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions.

4. Recommends Working Group 3 to continue coordination with UNDRR, ITU, WMO, Alert Hub and other relevant organizations on strategic planning and training on CAP and other methods for enhanced tsunami warning dissemination and communication

5. Recommends Working Group 3 to continue the review of existing national and local SOPs including the needs for capacity enhancement and training and provide a report for the ICG XX.  

6. Decides for Recommends  PTWC and CATAC  to finalize the coordination  and conduct communication tests following notification to Member States, and report results to WG3 and Member States for their evaluation of the tests and to identify weaknesses and make recommendations to strengthen delivery systems,

7. Notes that the Revised User’s Guide for the PTWC Procedures and Products for CARIBE EWS was published in May 2025 and that the new products will be implemented by PTWC in August 2026.

8. Recommends that the Secretariat coordinate between CATAC and the CARIBE-EWS and PTWS for the approval and final publication of the CATAC Users Guide as a Technical Series  by IOC.

9. Notes that AI is having a greater relevance in the warning enterprise for tsunami warning dissemination and communication and its potential impact on the protection of life and property and  the need for more coherence across the emergency management community and warning enterprise on the role of AI, given the nature of tsunami warnings. 

10. Recommends WG3 to explore with stakeholders the role of AI technology on in tsunami warning dissemination and communication and report to ICG/CARIBE EWS XX.

11. Appreciates the support that the International Tsunami Information Centre Caribbean Office has provided to Working Group 3 with as the contributions of other stakeholders;

4.4. 	WORKING GROUP 4
1. Recognizes the actions of Working Group 4 towards the advancement of mitigation, preparedness, response readiness, and community communication systems.

2. Welcomes the participation of Member State nominees, technical partners, and observers in Working Group 4 and encourages active participation of all members.

3. Recommends that Member States continue strengthening tsunami evacuation signage, route visibility, and safe-zone identification systems considering the CARIBE EWS  Tsunami Signage Inventory and Tsunami Ready guidelines

4. Recommends that Member States seek inclusion of tsunami preparedness into schools, tourism facilities, faith-based institutions, and community organizations and Community Communication Networks linked to national disaster authorities to strengthen last-mile readiness.

5. Further recommends that Member States explore and institutionalize the use of official non-traditional conventional communication platforms, including group messaging applications WhatsApp group networks, email distribution systems, verified social media channels, and other digital communication tools, as complementary systems to strengthen rapid warning dissemination, preparedness outreach, stakeholder coordination, and emergency communication redundancy.

6. Notes the accessible materials developed by ITIC-CAR for blind and visually impaired persons.

7. Recommends that Working Group 4 identifies and engages with organizations serving blind and visually impaired communities to mainstream these materials across Member States.

8. Further recommends promotion and further development and mainstreaming of  Braille, audio, tactile, large print, and digital accessible formats 

9. Recommends Working Group 4, together with Working Group 3 and Member States to ensure that strengthen systems that transform national and local tsunami data,warning and communication products bulletins, and technical complexity into are simple, clear, impact,-based people centered messages that move communities from complexity to simplicity, and from awareness to action.

10. Appreciates the support of the Secretariat, ITIC-CAR, Tsunami Ready partners, Member States and regional stakeholders supporting preparedness advancement.


CARIBE EWS REGIONAL TSUNAMI SERVICE PROVIDERS

Recommends that RTSPs PTWC commences regular operational dissemination of maritime tsunami bulletins to their respective NAVAREA Coordinators for dissemination via the WWNWS and encourage other ICGs to establish necessary arrangements to enable such services

Decides that full operational implementation of TSP PTWC bulletins for the maritime communities in NAVAREAs 5 and 6 y by at least one TSP in each ICG takes place inby December 2026;



