Desk Review of Existing Capacity Development Activities related to Marine Spatial Planning in the Wider Caribbean Region

1. Introduction

This gap analysis provides an overview of existing capacity‑development opportunities related to Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) in the Wider Caribbean Region (WCR), drawing primarily on insights generated during the 2nd MSP Forum for Latin America and the Caribbean, held in Panama in February 2025. The desk review forms part of IOCARIBE’s broader efforts to build a more cohesive and holistic suite of training opportunities that support integrated ocean and coastal governance, including Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) and Blue Economy development. By mapping available online, freely accessible, and permanently available training materials—and assessing their relevance for the Wider Caribbean Region audience—this analysis aims to identify gaps, reduce duplication across initiatives, and optimize the use of existing regional expertise and learning resources. Special attention is placed on how current training activities address emerging policy priorities such as the Kunming‑Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (particularly Targets 1 and 3), climate‑smart MSP approaches, and the implementation of LBS, SPAW, NDCs, and 30x30 commitments.
2. Existing Training Activities

The 2nd MSP Forum for LAC and Regional Training included panel discussions on various topics such as Sustainable Blue Economy, Policy Coherence, Sustainable Blue Financing, Gender, MSP Sectors (e.g., fishing, tourism, etc.), Transboundary MSP with cases of study,  Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis / Strategic Action Programme (TDA/SAP) and a brief introduction of the Ocean Coordination Mechanism (OCM) for the Wider Caribbean region.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  https://www.mspglobal2030.org/latin-america-and-the-caribbean-training-mspforum/ ] 

Some important lessons and presentations took place to discuss the integration of biodiversity inclusive and climate-smart approaches into MSP. Among the topics included achieving the goals of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF), particularly Target 1 on biodiversity inclusive spatial planning and Target 3 (30x30), which aims to protect 30% of marine and coastal areas by 2030. Panelists addressed the importance of aligning the designation of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) and marine corridors into MSP processes to safeguard critical habitats and migratory routes, enhancing ecological connectivity and resilience. The MSPglobal Programme[footnoteRef:2] of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (UNESCO-IOC), highlighted the importance for Member States to define a vision and developing a strategy to achieve their objectives. It also encouraged evaluating existing conditions to visualize future trends, new demands for ocean space, by using suitability maps, and potential areas for biodiversity conservation and ocean-based solutions to address climate change. [2:  https://www.mspglobal2030.org/] 

Participants were also encouraged to use the best available information noting that a lack of information does not need to delay the start of planning processes. Stakeholders are an excellent source of knowledge and may be willing to share information if they understand the purpose and benefit of mapping and planning exercises.
The Global Environment Facility (GEF) International Waters Learning Exchange and Resource Network (IW:LEARN[footnoteRef:3]) Project also provided an overview of the Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis / Strategic Action Programme (TDA/SAP[footnoteRef:4]), a key component of the structured process used in international water management, particularly within the  Large Marine Ecosystems[footnoteRef:5] . The TDA is a scientific and technical assessment that identifies and analyzes the root causes and impacts of environmental problems shared across national boundaries in marine or freshwater systems. It provides a factual basis for decision-making by highlighting priority transboundary issues such as pollution, overfishing, or habitat degradation. Based on the TDA, the SAP is a negotiated policy document developed collaboratively by the countries involved. It outlines specific actions, policy reforms, and investments needed to address the identified issues, promoting sustainable and cooperative management of shared water resources.   [3:  https://iwlearn.net/  ]  [4:  https://iwlearn.net/manuals/tda-sap-methodology  ]  [5:  https://iwlearn.net/marine/lmes  ] 

Initiatives such as the MSPglobal Programme and the IW:LEARN Project as well as national experts from Member States have the capacity to share knowledge and good practices on some of the subjects mentioned in this analysis. This knowledge can be conducted through regional engagement in workshops, such as the upcoming workshop planned as part of the PROCARIBE+ project in 2026. In addition, IOCARIBE has established a Task Team on Marine Spatial Planning (MSP-TT) under the Capacity Development Working Group to facilitate the implementation of MSP processes in the region and to promote sharing of good practices among Member States and organizations in the region.
Products have already been developed (e.g. guides, trainings, etc.) on the subjects mentioned, which can be found in the UNESCO - OceanTeacher Global Academy[footnoteRef:6], UNESCO Digital Library[footnoteRef:7] and websites of MSP-related initiatives (MSPglobal; IW:LEARN ).     [6:  https://classroom.oceanteacher.org/ ]  [7:  https://unesdoc.unesco.org/
] 




a. Training Courses

The following table shows courses on Marine Spatial Planning hosted in different platforms including UNESCO-OTGA:  
	Course
	Developing Organization 
	Language
	Platform
	Year
	Mode of Delivery

	Earth Observation for Enhanced Fisheries Monitoring, Control, and Surveillance
	University of Ghana
	English
	UNESCO-OTGA
	2025
	Online

	Sustainable Coastal Growth and Resilience
	Coastal Resilience School
	English
	UNESCO-OTGA
	2025
	Online and in person

	Determinación del Límite Exterior de la Plataforma Continental 2024 (2nd edition)
	Comisión de Límites de la Plataforma Continental (CLPC)
	Spanish
	UNESCO-OTGA
	2025
	Online

	Manejo Integrado de la Zona costera y Planificación Espacial Marina 2024
	
	Spanish
	UNESCO-OTGA
	2024, 2021
	Online

	Management and mitigation of coastal erosion 2024
	
	English
	UNESCO-OTGA
	2024, 2023
	Online

	Datos e información para el manejo de Áreas Marinas Protegidas 2024
	
	Spanish
	UNESCO-OTGA
	2024
	Online

	Planificación Espacial Marina y Costera (PEMC)  
	UFSC (Brazil), UDELAR (Uruguay),  Univ. Azores (Portugal), SAMWM (Sweden)
	Spanish, Portuguese
	UNESCO-OTGA
	2024,2023, 
2022,2021
	Online

	Determinación del Límite Exterior de la Plataforma Continental 2024
	 Comisión de Límites de la Plataforma Continental (CLPC)
	Spanish
	UNESCO-OTGA
	2024, 2023, 
2022
	Online

	Análise de dados para gestão costeira
	Centro de Pesquisas e Tecnologia do Mar - Universidade Eduardo Mondlane
	Portuguese
	UNESCO-OTGA
	2024
	In person

	MSPglobal Online Training Course
	UNESCO-IOC
	English, French, Spanish
	UNESCO-OTGA
	open continuously since 2024
	Online

	MSPglobal Training on Marine Spatial Planning with MSP Challenge board game
	UNESCO-IOC, DG MARE, the Dutch Ministry for Infrastructure and Water Management, 
	English, French, Spanish, Portuguese
	N/A
	since 2018
	In person

	Tecnologías de información (SIG) aplicado al medio marino y costero 
	INVEMAR
	Spanish
	UNESCO-OTGA
	2024, 2021
	Online

	Áreas Marinas Protegidas 
	INVEMAR
	Spanish
	UNESCO-OTGA
	2023, 2022, 2021, 2020
	Online

	Determination of the outer limit of the continental shelf
	Comisión de Límites de la Plataforma Continental (CLPC)
	English
	UNESCO-OTGA
	2022
	Online

	Estuarios tropicales: metodologías y herramientas para un manejo sostenible
	
	Spanish
	UNESCO-OTGA
	2022
	Online

	Estandarización de las mediciones analíticas requeridas para la estimación del Índice de Calidad de Aguas Marinas y Costeras – ICAM
	INVEMAR
	Spanish
	UNESCO-OTGA
	2020, 2021
	Online

	Gestión de zonas costeras: Erosión costera y herramientas para su estudio
	
	Spanish
	UNESCO-OTGA
	2021
	Online

	Beyond Offshore Wind: Ocean Multi-Use Course

	Offshore Renewable Energy Partnerships in the Pact for Skills (FLORES)
	English
	European Commission – Flores Project
	2023-2024
	Online

	MSP CPD programme 2023 

	Irish Planning Institute
	English
	European Commission – Irish Planning Institute
	2023
	Online

	MSP Challenge 2050 (simulation platform)   
	Breda University of Applied Sciences
	English
	MSP Challenge
	2011
	Product to be purchased

	Blue Planning in Practice Training
	Blue Capacity Hub
	English, French, Portuguese, Spanish
	Blue Capacity Hub
	2017
	Online and in person

	Sustainable Blue Economy
	Blue Capacity Hub
	English
	Blue Capacity Hub
	
	Online

	Blue Leadership
	Blue Capacity Hub
	English
	Blue Capacity Hub
	
	Online

	MOOC on Planning and Management of Marine and Coastal Areas
	MARINE Education and COmmunication network on the MEDiterranean (ECOMED)
	English
	Marine - Ecomed
	
	Online

	Step by Step Guide and Protocol for MSP
	Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM)
	English
	
	2025
	


3. 
4. Gap Analysis of training opportunities

Based on the existing training activities, several gaps have been identified in the capacity development efforts for MSP in the WCR. These gaps include:
· Limited focus on gender, Indigenous Peoples and local communities, and youth in MSP training activities. This gap reflects a broader issue of inclusivity in marine spatial planning (MSP), where training programs often overlook the unique knowledge systems, priorities, and lived experiences of marginalized groups. Further integration of gender perspectives and youth engagement are key to achieve a more culturally grounded ocean governance.
· Further need to develop material and practical exercises to integrate biodiversity and climate change considerations MSP.
· Insufficient training on the integration of ocean observations into MSP.
· Lack of comprehensive training on engaging the offshore wind sector.
· Limited engagement with the oil and gas sector and other influential marine industries, which hinders the integration of critical economic and environmental considerations into planning processes.
· Need for guidance on securing long-term funding and resources to support in the implementation, monitoring, evaluation and adaptation of the MSP action plan.
· Long-term monitoring remains a significant capacity development gap in marine spatial planning (MSP) in the Caribbean, as many countries lack the technical expertise, institutional frameworks, and sustained funding needed to track ecological, social, and economic outcomes over time. This limitation undermines adaptive management, making it difficult to evaluate the effectiveness of MSP initiatives and respond to emerging challenges or changing ocean conditions.
· Guidance on understanding ocean governance, including policy development and coherence.
· Sustainable Blue Economy – strategic planning and development of an action plan. Negotiation skills.
5. Capacity Development Work Plan

MSPglobal has continuously published capacity development products that are later integrated into its existing or new online and in-person training courses. The following trainings will also be available for the Latin America and Caribbean region in the coming years:
	References
	Trainings
	Languages
	Conducted by 
	Year

	MSPglobal International Guide on Marine/Maritime Spatial Planning: Volume 2 - Biodiversity Inclusive Principle

	Biodiversity inclusive and Climate-smart MSP (self-paced online at UNESCO-OTGA + in-person)

	EN/ES/FR
	UNESCO-IOC (MSPglobal and IOCARIBE)
	Mid-2026

	MSPglobal International Guide on Marine/Maritime Spatial Planning: Volume 3 - Climate-smart Principle
	
	
	
	

	MSPglobal Data Toolbox: Volume 1 – How to develop a Spatial Data Infrastructure for Marine Spatial Planning
	
Ocean observations and Data Management for MSP (self-paced online at UNESCO-OTGA + in-person)

	EN/ES/FR
	UNESCO-IOC (MSPglobal and IOCARIBE)
	Early- 2027

	MSPglobal Data Toolbox: Volume 2 – How to use Ocean Observation for Marine Spatial Planning
	
	
	
	


6. Conclusion

The objective of providing the upcoming training opportunities in the WCR is to address critical capacity gaps. By delivering targeted training materials, the UNESCO-IOC (MSPglobal and IOCARIBE) aims to equip regional stakeholders with the knowledge and tools necessary to implement inclusive, data-driven, and forward-looking MSP practices that align with global sustainability goals and enhance the Sustainable Blue Economy of coastal communities in the WCR, whilst ensuring the Indigenous Peoples and local communities, as well as women and youth are actively involved throughout the planning process. 
These capacity-building initiatives are designed not only to strengthen the region’s ability to implement biodiversity-inclusive and climate-smart MSP, in line with international frameworks such as the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and the Paris Agreement, but also to support governance structures and institutional coordination that underpin effective marine spatial governance. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]By including further topics such as, sustainable financing strategies and cross sectorial engagement with key marine industries (tourism, oil and gas, shipping, etc) these efforts take a holistic approach to ocean governance. Moreover, by fostering skills in participatory decision-making, multi-stakeholder conflict resolution and adaptive management, these efforts will enhance the resilience and cooperation in transboundary MSP across the WCR. 
Lastly, by enhancing the regional expertise, collaboration and long-term monitoring capacities, it will ensure that MSP becomes a powerful instrument for environmental stewardship, socio-economic development and the sustainability of marine ecosystems in the Wider Caribbean Region.
