Annex XYZ
 Definition of a Tsunami Ready Community
A Tsunami Ready Community refers to a geographically defined area that is formally recognized by national or local authorities and has the organizational capacity and commitment to implement tsunami preparedness measures in line with the Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme. This area should be of a manageable size, large enough to encompass all at-risk populations, but not so large that timely alert dissemination and community-wide preparedness become impractical.
The community must be within an existing administrative jurisdiction (such as a village, municipality, district, or emergency management area) and should have a recognized local authority, such as a mayor, chief, or council representative, who can serve as a point of accountability. This ensures alignment with national systems and simplifies coordination and recognition processes.
To function effectively as a Tsunami Ready Community, the area must have an established management structure, such as a local disaster management office or emergency committee, which can lead and sustain key activities like hazard mapping, response planning, population data management, and public signage placement. Additionally, there must be a 24/7 operational focal point, such as a police station or clinic, that can reliably receive and disseminate tsunami warnings.
Selection of target communities should consider multiple factors, including:
· Level of tsunami threat and exposure, prioritizing high-risk coastal areas.
· Social and economic vulnerability, focusing on communities that may lack resources but have high resilience needs.
· Interest and readiness from local authorities and stakeholders, since the Programme is voluntary and requires long-term commitment.
· Existing preparedness efforts or partnerships with NGOs and volunteer groups, which can serve as a foundation for implementation.
· Visibility and impact potential, especially for the first recognized community in a country, which can inspire national scaling.
The area should have clear boundaries, defined either administratively (e.g., sub-district or village level) or physically (e.g., rivers, coastlines, roads), and a known population size and composition, which helps determine the scale and design of preparedness activities. Finally, consideration should be given to land use (urban, rural, agricultural, industrial, or touristic) and geographical features (flat, hilly, peninsula), as this influence evacuation planning and risk communication strategies.
By meeting these criteria, a community can be effectively supported and recognized under the Tsunami Ready Programme, enhancing local preparedness and saving lives in the face of future tsunami events.
