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	Summary

This document provides information on the Global Ocean Accounts Partnership's Africa Community of Practice and the rationale for it to be hosted by the IOC Sub-Commission for Africa and the Adjacent Island States (IOCAFRICA). 
The Global Ocean Accounts Partnership (GOAP) is a global, multi-institutional collaboration dedicated to ensuring that the diverse values of the ocean are recognized and integrated into all decision-making processes concerning social and economic advancement. Ocean Accounts provide a structured framework for integrating environmental, economic, and social data related to the ocean, generating evidence to support sustainable ocean management and policy decisions.  
IOCAFRICA’s hosting of the GOAP Africa Community of Practice would enhance collaboration, leverage complementary expertise and resources, and advance shared goals of sustainable ocean management and Blue Economy development across the African region.
Financial implications: There are no direct financial implications associated with the Africa Community of Practice hosting itself, but implementation of joint activities would have financial implications to be reflected in the work plans of IOCAFRICA and supported by extra-budgetary contributions from interested donors and Member States.
Decision proposed: The Sub-Commission is invited to consider the draft decision referenced as IOCAFRICA-VIII/4.9 in the Provisional Action Paper IOCAFRICA-VIII/AP Prov.



Introduction
1. The Global Ocean Accounts Partnership (GOAP) is a global, multi-institutional collaboration dedicated to ensuring that the diverse values of the ocean are recognized and integrated into all decision-making processes concerning social and economic advancement. GOAP's Africa Community of Practice (ACoP) serves as a vital regional collaboration platform for governments, international organizations, and research institutions across Africa.
2. Ocean accounting serves as a critical tool for translating complex ocean science and data into understandable information that can inform economic planning and sustainable ocean policies. It bridges the gap between scientific understanding of ocean ecosystems and practical considerations of economic development and resource management, effectively communicating the value of healthy ocean ecosystems to policymakers and economists.
3. The IOC Sub-Commission for Africa and the Adjacent Island States (IOCAFRICA) was established to enhance the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission's visibility and effectiveness within the African region. It aims to be the leading voice for Africa on ocean science and the scientific basis required for sound ocean management.
4. Both organizations share a commitment to the sustainable development of the ocean within the African continent, with IOCAFRICA focusing on providing the scientific basis for Blue Economy development and GOAP dedicated to mainstreaming ocean accounting principles into economic and governance tools.
5. This document formally proposes that IOCAFRICA adopts formal hosting responsibilities of the GOAP-ACoP. Formally hosting the GOAP-ACoP would significantly enhance collaboration, effectively leverage complementary expertise and resources, and advance shared goals of sustainable ocean management and Blue Economy development across the African region.
6. This proposition aligns with the IOC Medium Term Strategy (2022–2029), particularly in terms of strengthening the science-policy interface and enhancing the role of ocean science in sustainable development decisions. It would also contribute to the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development 2021-2030 by supporting evidence-based ocean governance.

Global Networking Benefits of GOAP
7. GOAP is structured as a truly global partnership, with co-chairmanship held by the Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries of Indonesia and the Charles Darwin Foundation for the Galapagos Islands in Ecuador. Its membership includes national governments, intergovernmental institutions, private sector bodies, and research institutions from around the world.
8. GOAP has cultivated strategic partnerships with international organizations working in ocean conservation and sustainable development, including the UK Blue Planet Fund and the World Bank Blue Economy Program. GOAP also serves as an Action Group of the High Level Panel for a Sustainable Ocean Economy.
9. Through this global structure, diverse membership, and strategic partnerships, GOAP has built an extensive network of connections across sectors and regions worldwide. This network offers significant opportunities for collaboration, knowledge exchange, and access to resources on a global scale.

Policy drivers for partnership
10. Ocean Accounts can support the delivery of commitments to several international policy frameworks and regional priorities that emphasize the importance of integrated, science-based approaches to ocean management and the Blue Economy. In particular:
(i) The UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, particularly SDG 14 (Life Below Water) calls for the conservation and sustainable use of oceans, seas, and marine resources. Ocean accounting provides a framework for measuring progress toward SDG 14 targets by integrating environmental, economic, and social dimensions of ocean-related activities.
(ii) Ocean Accounts enhance the ability to assess the effectiveness of UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development 2021-2030 (Ocean Decade) actions and ensure that efforts are aligned with achieving long-term ocean sustainability. They facilitate the monitoring of progress towards sustainable development goals, highlight areas needing intervention, and promote integrated management by showing the interconnectedness of ecological and economic systems.
(iii) The African Union's Agenda 2063, specifically Goal 6 aiming to achieve a thriving and sustainable Blue/Ocean Economy, and the AU Blue Economy Strategy provide continental frameworks for inclusive and sustainable development of Africa's marine resources. Ocean accounting directly supports the implementation of these regional agendas.
(iv) The Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) and other international environmental agreements require robust monitoring and reporting mechanisms. Ocean accounting offers a standardized approach to measuring the state of marine biodiversity and ecosystem services, supporting countries in meeting their international commitments.
(v) Parties to the Nairobi Convention agreed at the recent CoP11 to integrate Ocean Accounts as a key management tool for the Regional Ocean Governance Strategy (ROGS) and to help provide evidence based decision making for the Blue Economy.
GOAP Africa Community of Practice and IOCAFRICA: Complementary Mandates
11. The GOAP-ACoP has clearly defined objectives designed to foster the adoption of ocean accounting methodologies across Africa. These include building interest in ocean accounting frameworks, supporting countries in developing and implementing ocean accounts, mainstreaming ocean accounting principles into governance tools, establishing communication platforms for knowledge sharing, showcasing the role of ocean accounts in evidence-based decision-making, and promoting learning opportunities.
12. GOAP-ACoP has organized key events including the First Africa Dialogue on Ocean Accounting (March 2022), the Africa Community of Practice Knowledge Exchange (July 2024), and the Africa Community of Practice Dialogue (November 2024). GOAP-ACoP has also finalized their Africa Ocean Accounts Strategy, outlining priorities until 2030.
13. IOCAFRICA's mandate is to serve as the primary voice for Africa on ocean science and the scientific basis for ocean management. It provides an Africa-wide platform uniting Member States, UN agencies, and stakeholders to drive research, enhance ocean observation, and strengthen disaster preparedness, with the goal of achieving sustainable management of Africa's oceans and coastal areas.
14. IOCAFRICA's strategic priorities include Ocean Observation & Monitoring, Ocean Sciences & Assessments, Ocean Governance & Legislation, and Training & Research Opportunities. It aims to provide the science base necessary for Blue Economy development, aligning with the AU's Agenda 2063 and the 2050 African Integrated Marine Strategy.
15. A significant convergence exists in the fundamental goals of both organizations. IOCAFRICA's focus on providing the scientific basis for Blue Economy development complements GOAP-ACoP's efforts to mainstream ocean accounting into economic and governance mechanisms. Ocean accounting provides a structured framework for integrating environmental, economic, and social data related to the ocean, offering a mechanism for generating evidence to support sustainable ocean management.

Benefits of partnership for IOCAFRICA and its Member States
16. Ocean accounts are increasingly recognized as vital for African coastal countries to monitor progress towards numerous international policy frameworks and national priorities. 
17. IOCAFRICA’s hosting of the GOAP-ACoP would provide IOCAFRICA and its member states with immediate access to specialized knowledge, tools, and networks in the rapidly evolving field of ocean accounting. This would enhance IOCAFRICA's capacity to address the growing demand for integrated environmental-economic information essential for effective ocean governance.
18. Through close collaboration with an established partnership like GOAP, IOCAFRICA can gain a fast track to building expertise without having to develop this capacity independently. The GOAP-ACoP’s Africa Ocean Accounts Strategy provides a valuable resource that can inform IOCAFRICA's strategic planning, especially related to Blue Economy development.
19. Through host status, IOCAFRICA member states shall gain enhanced access to the expertise and technical assistance of ocean accounting specialists from within Africa and across GOAP's global network. This access shall be facilitated through jointly organized workshops, training sessions, and advisory support from international experts.
20. The partnership between IOCAFRICA and GOAP-ACoP will lead to more comprehensive and effective capacity building opportunities for professionals working in ocean governance sectors within member states. These opportunities would create a larger pool of experts with the skills to utilize ocean accounting for policy formulation, economic planning, environmental monitoring, and resource management.
21. IOCAFRICA’s hosting of the GOAP-ACoP will facilitate the wider adoption of ocean accounting as a tool for tracking progress towards regional frameworks like the AU's Agenda 2063 and global goals like the SDGs. This would improve member states' ability to monitor their progress and report on their contributions to sustainable ocean management internationally.
22. Through hosting the GOAP-ACoP, IOCAFRICA and its member states will be able to connect to this global network, providing opportunities for collaboration with leading institutions and experts in ocean accounting from around the world, creating enhanced opportunities for member states to engage in international collaborations, participate in joint research projects, and potentially access funding sources for ocean accounting initiatives and Blue Economy development.
23. For GOAP-ACoP, close collaboration with IOCAFRICA would provide an official platform within a prominent intergovernmental body, enhancing its visibility, credibility, and legitimacy among African member states and international organizations. This affiliation would lend greater authority to GOAP-ACoP's work, potentially increasing engagement from governments and other actors in ocean governance.
Proposed Hosting Mechanism
24. To formalize host responsibilities and ensure sustained collaboration, it is proposed to establish a Joint Working Group on Ocean Accounting. This working group shall be composed of representatives from IOCAFRICA member states with interest or expertise in ocean accounting, alongside members of the GOAP-ACoP.
25. The Joint Working Group shall operate within IOCAFRICA's existing organizational framework, potentially as a new expert group reporting directly to the Sub-Commission or as a distinct task force with a defined mandate and timeline. The precise structure shall be determined through consultations between the leadership of both organizations.
26. Building upon GOAP-ACoP's experience in organizing dialogues and knowledge exchange events, IOCAFRICA and GOAP-ACoP shall collaborate to jointly organize regional workshops, training sessions, and capacity building programs focused on ocean accounting. These events would leverage GOAP-ACoP's technical knowledge and IOCAFRICA's convening power to reach policymakers, statisticians, economic planners, and marine scientists across Africa.
27. Ocean accounting shall be explicitly included as a key area of work within IOCAFRICA's future work plans and strategic documents, drawing upon the insights and priorities in the Africa Ocean Accounts Strategy. This formal inclusion shall signal long-term commitment to ocean accounting and ensure it receives sustained attention and resources.
28. IOCAFRICA and GOAP-ACoP shall jointly develop fundraising strategies to secure resources for collaborative ocean accounting initiatives. The partnership will leverage GOAP Secretariat's established connections to access funding opportunities, while also exploring additional funding sources from development banks, climate finance mechanisms, and bilateral donors interested in supporting sustainable ocean management in Africa. 
29. To demonstrate the practical application of ocean accounting, IOCAFRICA and GOAP-ACoP shall collaborate on pilot projects in selected African countries, pending fundraising, to showcase how ocean accounting can address specific ocean management challenges and support Blue Economy initiatives. Following implementation, findings and best practices shall be documented and disseminated through case studies.
30. Effective mechanisms for information sharing and communication between GOAP-ACoP and IOCAFRICA shall be established, including sharing of reports, publications, and event announcements through respective communication platforms. Consideration shall be given to creating a dedicated section on ocean accounting on the IOCAFRICA website, featuring the work and initiatives of GOAP-ACoP.

Conclusion and Recommendations
31. This proposal for IOCAFRICA to formally adopt hosting responsibilities of the GOAP-ACoP represents a significant opportunity to advance sustainable ocean management and Blue Economy development across Africa. This partnership offers mutual benefits, strengthening IOCAFRICA's capacity in ocean accounting while enhancing GOAP-ACoP's reach and impact within the region.
32. To realize the potential of this partnership, the following next steps are recommended:
(i) Initiate a formal dialogue between the leadership of IOCAFRICA and the GOAP Secretariat to explore the specific modalities of integration.
(ii) Task the IOCAFRICA Secretariat with conducting a detailed feasibility study to assess the practical, administrative, and logistical aspects of the proposed mechanism.
(iii) If necessary, conduct join fundraising initiatives to ensure effective operationalisation at IOCAFRICA Secretariat.
(iv) Encourage member states of IOCAFRICA to engage in consultations on this proposal, providing feedback and insights to ensure an inclusive integration process.
(v) Explore the possibility of jointly fundraising to undertake pilot joint activities between IOCAFRICA and GOAP-ACoP in selected African countries to demonstrate the value of this collaboration in advancing ocean accounting and sustainable Blue Economy initiatives.
33. The formal hosting of GOAP-ACoP by IOCAFRICA holds immense promise for fostering enhanced collaboration, building capacity, and driving progress towards a more sustainable and prosperous future for Africa's oceans and coastal communities. By working together, both organizations can achieve greater impact in ensuring the long-term health and responsible management of Africa's ocean resources.
Decision IOCAFRICA-VIII/4.9
The Sub-Commission,
Recalling IOC Decision A-31/3.7 and Decision IOC/EC-57/4.5, as well as the recommendations of the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021–2030), which emphasize the need for improved integration of environmental, social, and economic data for sustainable ocean governance,
Recognizing the importance of ocean accounting as a tool to support evidence-based ocean governance, ecosystem valuation, blue economy planning, and sustainable use of marine resources across Africa,
Acknowledging the work of the Global Ocean Accounts Partnership (GOAP) and its African Community of Practice (Africa CoP), which has produced a draft Vision Strategy (2024–2026) to advance ocean accounting and capacity development in the region,
Taking note of the need to strengthen the technical, institutional, and policy capacities of African Member States to develop and utilize integrated ocean accounts,
Recalling further the commitment of IOCAFRICA to support the harmonization of marine data and knowledge systems for effective policy-making, in line with the IOC Medium-Term Strategy (2022–2029) and Africa’s Blue Economy Strategy,
Decides to:
1. Endorse the proposal for hosting the GOAP African Community of Practice (Africa CoP) under the auspices of IOCAFRICA, in coordination with the GOAP Secretariat and relevant partners;
2. Designate IOCAFRICA as the Secretariat for GOAP Africa CoP, facilitating technical engagement, membership expansion, capacity building, and regional alignment with IOC and UN Ocean Decade frameworks;
3. Request the Secretariat to formalize collaboration with the GOAP Secretariat, including through a Memorandum of Understanding or equivalent arrangement, defining roles, responsibilities, and co-hosting modalities;
4. Encourage Member States to actively participate in the Africa CoP by:
· Nominating national focal points on ocean accounting;
· Supporting the development of national ocean accounts aligned with national development plans and SDG indicators;
· Integrating ocean accounting into marine spatial planning, integrated coastal management, and marine protected area planning;
5. Support the development and implementation of the GOAP Africa CoP Vision Strategy (2024–2026), particularly its milestones for:
· Demonstrating policy uptake of ocean accounts in at least five countries;
· Producing Africa-specific ocean accounting guidance and research outputs;
· Establishing academic and policy practitioner forums for knowledge exchange;
6. Request the Secretariat to collaborate with African regional organizations (such as the African Union, UNECA, Abidjan and Nairobi Conventions, and AfDB) to ensure coherence and policy relevance of ocean accounting efforts across the continent;
7. Further request the Secretariat to report on the progress of the Africa CoP and the implementation of the GOAP Africa Vision Strategy at the Ninth Session of IOCAFRICA;
8. Invite partners and donors to provide technical and financial support for the operationalization of the Community of Practice, including capacity development, data systems enhancement, and peer learning exchanges.
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