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GTM – background for the initiative:

 Multi-institutional work on hazard and risk for the UN-ISDR (Global 
Assessment Report, GAR 2015)
Idea: Need for a Collective effort for improved understanding of 
global tsunami hazard and risk

• Provide reference maps
• Improve methods, develop guidelines and standards
• Ensure relevance towards stakeholders

 Initiative from the tsunami community itself
 Presently a research network
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Current GTM structure
✔ Proposed to the tsunami community at IUGG June 2015, discussed 

among partners in several meetings since (AGU, EGU…)
✔ Loose structure committing partners to the GTM through signing of 

Letter of Interest (LoI’s)
✔ 36 Partners signed LoIs, more interested (involved in meetings etc)
✔ INGV and NGI receive LoI’s on behalf of GTM and perform majority 

of secretary work
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GTM Path forward - the AGITHAR networking 
initiative
✔ AGITHAR – Accelerating Global Science in Tsunami Hazard and Risk Analysis

✔ European networking project – funds meetings – facilitates discussions

✔ Goal - facilitate the formation of GTM
✔ Gather scientific community to document

→ Scientific state of the art
→ Science GAPs
→ Pose challenges and directions for future tsunami practitioners

✔ Duration 2019-2023

✔ Additional year funded for 2024 – COST Innovators Grant (CiG)
→ Focussed on forming the GTM entity
→ Presently the main arena for shaping GTM
→ A key ambition is to engage more non-European partners 
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Community papers
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GTM present status
✔Several work group in European COST Innovation Grant working for establishing a GTM entity
✔Finalization of tsunami “cookbook” that gives guidelines to practitioners
✔Several working groups

→Vision WG
→Legal WG  Legal Entity Group
→Business Plan WG   Business Plan Group
→Products WG   Products Management Group
→Target Groups WG   Liaison Management Group
→Training WG  Funding for Training Group

✔General Assembly Meeting Lisbon. March 2024
✔Stakeholder meetings

→EGU, Vienna. Scientific Community – April 2024
→WCEE2024, Milan. Industry community – July 2024

✔Emphasis on finalizing plan for concretizing GTM by fall 2024
✔https://edanya.uma.es/gtm/
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North-West Indian Ocean Regional Workshops on Tsunami  
Inundation Mapping and Evacuation Planning, 21-25 April 2024

NORTH-WEST INDIAN OCEAN REGIONAL WORKSHOPS ON TSUNAMI  INUNDATION 
MAPPING AND EVACUATION PLANNING
 As part of our commitment to disaster risk management and promoting the idea exchange and knowledge 

sharing among ICGs, we participated as part of the Team of Tsunami Evacuation Planning Trainers as 
training facilitator and resource person at the North-West Indian Ocean (NWIO) Regional Workshops on 
Tsunami Inundation Mapping and Tsunami Evacuation Planning, held in Muscat, Oman on 21-25 April 
2024.

 The workshops were organised by UNESCO-IOC Indian Ocean Tsunami Information Centre (IOTIC), 
UNESCO-IOC Secretariat of the Intergovernmental Coordination Group for Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning 
and Mitigation System (ICG/IOTWMS), and Project Team for the UNESCAP TTF project with the support of 
the UNESCO-IOC Tsunami National Contacts (TNCs) from the countries participating in the event: 
India, Iran, Oman, Pakistan, and United Arab Emirates.

 The workshops were framed within the UNESCAP TTF Project: “Strengthening Tsunami Warning in the 
North-West Indian Ocean through Regional Cooperation – Phase 2c”.
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OBJECTIVES OF THE WORKSHOPS 
 The two workshops kicked-off joint working processes between and within the five partner Member 

States, to develop inundation maps and evacuation plans for Pilot Areas of each Member State. 
 Provided background information on Phases 1, 2a and 2b of the project and related initiatives, such as the 

UN Ocean Decade Tsunami Programme and the UNESCO-IOC Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme 
(TRRP). 

 Getting to know each other and further develop regional and national partnership arrangements utilizing 
the RWG-TIMM and NWG-TEPs. 

 Discussion and further sharing of knowledge on principal concepts and approaches for tsunami inundation 
mapping and evacuation planning from Phase 2b to build a common understanding among the 
participants. 

 Site visit to a community with existing tsunami inundation maps to analyse the evacuation zone boundary, 
the overall evacuation strategy, facilities that need special consideration in evacuation planning / critical 
spots on coastline.

 Training in tsunami evacuation mapping using existing global approaches, standards, methodologies and 
best practices outlined in Phase 2b.

North-West Indian Ocean Regional Workshops on Tsunami  
Inundation Mapping and Evacuation Planning, 21-25 April 2024
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