
Australia, Bangladesh, France, India, Indonesia, Iraq, 

Iran, Kuwait, Malaysia Maldives, Myanmar, Oman, 

Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka Thailand 

United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom 

 Presented by Rear Admiral (Retd) Md Khurshed Alam 

Chair IOCINDIO,  Secretary, Maritime Affairs Unit Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Dhaka-Bangladesh  

 

With the contributions of Vice Chairs, Dr. Maryam Ghaemi, (Iran); Dr. Saif El 

Ghais, (UAE); Vice Chair IOC Group IV, Dr. Tummala Srinivasa Kumar 

Acting Technical Secretary IOCINDIO, Justin Ahanhanzo  

  

3.3.4 IOCINDIO REPORT 

 26 June 2023 

 



IOCINDIO fully completed its reactivation process with regular consecutive intergovernmental sessions every two years 

like IOCAFRICA, IOCARIBE & WESTPAC and is now moving ahead towards its transformation into an IOC Sub-

Commission for the central Indian Ocean owing to the progress of the IOC Open-ended intersessional Working Group. 

        

Group Photo to be added  

3 Working Groups 

  

Working Group 1:  Ocean Policy 

  Economy & Governance 

  

Working Group 2:  Coastal vulnerability 

  

Working Group 3:  Capacity Development 

Youth Networks  

  



Ocean Science, Technologies and Innovations Foundations of IOCINDIO  

Long-term ocean observing & monitoring programs (applying advanced measurement and 

sampling equipment , specialized staffs in various oceanographic sciences, well-equipped 

laboratories and research vessel (Persian Gulf Explorer)  to study and monitor the biotic and 

abiotic factors in the Persian Gulf, the Strait of Hormuz and the Gulf of Oman in the field of 

oceanography. Regular studies in various fields including physical, chemical and biological 

oceanography, marine geology, satellite oceanography and atmospheric science are 

programmed in a specified monitoring network with a defined timetable. 

Key pillars for the success in IOCINDIO are in place: 
 

1. The science base traditions and foundations.  

 

2. National research, academic, institutional and operational infrastructures & manpower in ocean and climate sciences, 

technologies, innovation, and governance 
 

3. A clear understanding of the needs and engagement of MS & Governments with a strong will to Advance TOGETHER. It 

is urgent and imperative in the face of ocean degradation and climate change, amplifying sea-level rise intensification of tropical 

cyclones, monsoons, and climatic instabilities, 
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  Tsunami Early Warning Systems in the Indian Ocean: State of Art: Sound Science base, Innovative 

technologies, fully operational and entirely funded by IOCINDIO Member States as Contributions 

to the IOC Global Tsunami Programmes 

Training workshop on the Indian Ocean Tsunami, Iran  

Regional: Australia 

India, Indonesia 

National Centers in the IOCINDIO 

Member States countries 



National & Regional Contributions to 

IOCINDIO Work Plan and IOC Global 

Programmes (National Reports available) 

Regional Framework for 

Coastal Vulnerability towards 

the Safety, Security and 

Sustainable Development of 

Member States in the Indian 

Ocean. 

Regional Planning for the 

Northern/Central Indian Ocean 

countries as well as ROPME sea 

area towards the UN Decade of 

Ocean Science for Sustainable 

Development  

(2021-2030) 

 

 

Indian  Ocean Blue Economy Summit towards 

United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for 

Sustainability (2021-2030), May 6,2021,online 

First Gulf Regional Whale Shark Forum 

 Qatar, 22 May 2023 

The UAE National Carbon Sequestration programme  

Bangladesh intergeneration programme 

on ocean and coastal education  



National & Regional Contributions to 

IOCINDIO Work Plan and IOC Global 

Programmes (National Reports available) 
 

The First Webinar on Effect of Climate Change on the 

Indian  Ocean Marine Environment Environment for the 

Northern/Central Indian Ocean and West Asia towards 

United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for 

Sustainability (2021-2030), May 10,2021,online 

Regional Training Courses for the Northern/Central 

Indian Ocean and West Asia countries towards the UN 

Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable 

Development (2021-2030),  

Third Workshop on  

Effect of Climate Change on the 

Indian  Ocean Marine Environment 

for the Northern/Central Indian 

Ocean and West Asia towards United 

Nations Decade of Ocean Science for 

Sustainability (2021-2030), February 

20-22, 2023, Iran 



Capacity Development: The ONLY 2 UNESCO Category 2 Centres in Ocean Sciences & 

Observations owned & funded by IOCINDIO MS (Iran and India)  

- Regional education and research Centre on Oceanography for West Asia, Iranian  

      National Institute for Oceanography and Atmospheric, Iran.  
 

- International Training Centre for Operational Oceanography (ITCOOcean) at the Indian 

National Centre for Ocean Information Services in India.  

- Ocean Teacher Global Academy, UNESCO Chairs: Iran, Oman, Qatar, Iran.  

 

 

2nd International Conference on Oceanography for West 

Asia (RCOWA-2020), 16-17 September 2020, Tehran, Iran Ocean Predict meeting on 3rd May 2023 Trainees analyzing the water samples, ITCOOcean  

4260 
people trained  
from 75 IOC  
Member States 



 

IOCINDIO-IX took an innovative approach with the exceptional organization of three unique high events including the following: The session 

organized three unique events to ensure regional ownership and leadership in ocean science for sustainable Development, namely the Senior 

Governmental and Regional Officials’ Forum, the IOCINDIO Youth Forum and the IOCINDIO Symposium on Capacity Development. 

 The Senior Governmental and Regional Officials’ Forum which brought together high-ranking policy-making dignitaries 

including Ministers, High-Commissioners and Plenipotentiary Ambassadors and Diplomats who expressed high-level governmental 

commitments of Member States to the work of the IOC, the Ocean Decade and to the IOCINDIO with regard to its reinforcement and 

enhancement in view of its transformation into an IOC Sub-commission for the central Indian Ocean. 

 The IOCINDIO Youth Forum which fostered involvement of students and early careers ocean scientists in the work of IOCINDIO, 

promoting networking, mentoring and enhancement of national and regional capacity development. 

  

 The IOCINDIO Symposium on Capacity Development which brought together UNESCO Category 2 Centres, Chairs, Ocean Teacher 

Academy, and partner academic and research institutions in ocean science, enabling exchanges of best practices and brainstorming on 

further possibilities to share research facilities.  

IOCINDIO, 28 – 30 March 2023 

  



Power & Strengths in Synergies, Partnerships & Cooperation 

Funding is challenging… Resources mobilisation 



IOCINDIO Workplan & Budget (April 2023–April 2025) 



The IOC Open-ended intersessional Working Group (OEIWG) on 

the Status of IOCINDIO 

    
 

 7 good enthusiastic sessions, online from January 2022 to April 2023 

 

Progress Report to the 55th Session of the Executive Council, Paris, 14–17 June 

2022: IOC/EC-55/3.5.2.Doc(1). 

 

Working Group adopted Unanimously the draft Resolution for the transformation 

of the Committee into an IOC Sub-Commission for the central Indian Ocean 

submitted to the 32nd Session of IOC, 21-20 June 2023.  



  

Chairperson: Rear Admiral (retd) Khurshed Alam (Bangladesh)  
Secretary, Maritime Affairs Unit 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Dhaka 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Vice-Chairpersons 
 

Dr Maryam Ghaemi (Iran) 
Director of Persian Gulf Oceanography Center, Iran  

 

Dr Saif AlGhais (United Arab Emirates) 
Director General, Environment Protection & 

Development Authority  
 

Session expressed gratitude to the UAE for its offer to host the next session (IOCINDIO-X) 

which should be held in the first quarter of 2025 prior to the Ramadan.  
 

 

Election of officers, Place and date of the IOCINDIO-X  
The session re-elected with acclamation the outgoing Officers of the Committee for a new intersessional period 

of two years from April 2023 to the next session in 2025.  

  

 



RECOMMENDATIONS 

IOCINDIO-IX expressed a deep gratitude to the Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh for the generous hospitality with significant in-

kind contributions, allowing the successful organisation of the session in Dhaka, 28-30 March 2023. 

IOCINDIO-IX also expressed gratitude to IOCINDIO MS for their significant national resources to maintain, reinforce and build on the national 

capacities in ocean and climate sciences and technologies, in particular India, Kuwait, Iran, Pakistan for constant contributions allowing the full 

reactivation of IOCINDIO since 2016.  
 

The Committee, 

1. Adopted the IOCINDIO Work plan 2023-2025, and  

2. Decided:   

UN Decade  

- To mobilize IOCINDIO Member States towards the establishment of UN Decade National and Regional Committees to foster implementation 

- To organize a follow up Regional UN Decade Conference towards the Second UN Decade Conference. This conference should help to review and 

consolidate the national and regional plans.   

- To submit a programme to the call for Decade Actions on Ocean Decade Challenge 1 – Marine Pollution, with a focus on sub-themes of plastic 

pollution and nutrient pollution, and/or Challenge 2 – Ecosystem Restoration and Management, with a focus on sub-themes of area-based 

management, restoration and multiple ocean stressors.  

  

UN FCCC/COP28, United Arab Emirates, 30 November–23 December 2023  

- To organize IOCINDIO Conference on Global Warming, Climate Change and Ocean Sciences upon the offer of the IOCINDIO Vice-Chair, Dr Saif Al 

Ghais (UAE) 
  

Coastal Vulnerability  

- To organize a Global Conference on Coastal Vulnerability in 2024. 
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THANK YOU 


