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What is the Cartagena Convention?

Established in 1974
to address the 
accelerating 

degradation of the 
world’s oceans and 

coastal areas

1972 Leading 
global 

environmental 
authority

Established in 1981 for 

the protection and 
sustainable 

development of the 
marine and coastal 

resources in the Wider 
Caribbean Region

Adopted in Cartagena, 
Colombia on

24th March 1983

Entered into force on 
11th October 1986

Framework for regional cooperation for the protection and 
development of the Wider Caribbean Region
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Presentation Outline
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State of Marine Pollution (SOCAR 2000)



Regional MSPforum – Latin America and the Caribbean

State of Marine Pollution/2
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State of Marine Habitats (SOMH 2021)

The interlinked coral reef-mangrove-seagrass complex 
is one of the most biologically diverse and productive 
systems in the world

Coral reef, mangrove and seagrass habitats are 
significantly degraded and declining after decades of 
cumulative stresses

Marine habitats provide critical ecosystem services 
such as acting as nurseries for fisheries, protecting 
coasts from storms, preventing beach erosion and 
flooding, filtering water and trapping sediments, and 
acting as carbon sinks
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Root Causes

Inadequate Management 
Systems

Lack of integration of pollution 
control into development 
planning 

Life Cycle approach including 
control of pollution at source

Circular Economy opportunities –
Waste as a Resource

Lack of Data & Information
Interaction between Environmental, 
Social & Economic data. 

Lack of Business/Investment Models 
for Restoration and/or Pollution control 

Implications of Environmental Policy 
decisions & land use on marine 
biodiversity

Enabling Environment

Policy, Legislation & 
Enforcement

Awareness, Attitudes & 
Behavior

Political Priorities
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Impacts: Economic Prospects at risk
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What is missing which MSP must consider?
Quantification of Economic Impacts

Science-Policy Divide

Lack of Decision-Support tools

Integrated Ecosystem-Based 
Management Approaches

Nature-Based Solutions

Private Sector Engagement

Partnerships to address 
Transboundary Stressors

https://bit.ly/2J4x6Nc

http://gefcrew.org/carrcu/LBSSTAC5/Info-
Docs/WG.41-INF.8-en.pdf

https://bit.ly/2J4x6Nc
http://gefcrew.org/carrcu/LBSSTAC5/Info-Docs/WG.41-INF.8-en.pdf
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Circular   

Ec o n o m y

Ma x im ise  t h e  use o f   

resources ,  p r e v e n t  wa s t e   

g e n e r a t i o n

Recycling, upcycling, more  

sustainable pr imary  

materials, energy  

generation from waste

N at u re - B ased  

Solut ions

Use ecosys tem s n a t u r a l   

ab i l i t i es  fo r  h u m a n   

p u r p o se s

Constructed wetlands for  

wastewater treatment,  

green infrastructure for  

rainwater control

Water  "RRR"  

M an ag em en t

Re d u ce ,  Reuse ,  Recyc le  fo r  

sus ta inab le   wa t e r  

m a n a g e m e n t   

Treated wastewater reuse  

in i r r igation, industr ial   

cooling, non-dr inking  

purposes

Su st ain ab le  

Ag r i c u l t u r e

I m p r o v e  i n p u t e f f ic iency ,   

r e d u c e  r u n - o f f  a n d   

p o l l u t i o n

Seasonal ferti l i zer use,  

drip i rr igation, cover  

crops, sustainable land  

management

Responses:
Ecosystem-Based Management, Marine Spatial Planning 
& Integrated Ecosystem Assessment all  work together

F i n a n c e  fo r   

S u s t a in a b i l i t y

F inanc ia l  m e c h a n i s m s  t o   

t a r g e t  a n d  va lue n a t u r a l   

assets a n d e n v i r o n m e n t a l   

bene f i t s

Payment for Envi ronmental   

Services (PES), envi ronment  

valuation, natural  capital,  

debt-for-nature swap
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What can 
Governments 
do to 
enhance use 
of MSP?

Ratify and/or implement the Cartagena  Convention. its 
Protocols, and other regional  and global agreements on 
coastal and marine ecosystems and pollution.

Expand cooperation including for the implementation of 
existing Regional Strategies and Action Plans on Nutrient 
Pollution Reduction, Marine Litter Management and the 
Valuation, Protection and/or Restoration of Marine 
Habitats & related international agreements. 

Use harmonized monitoring and data collection 
methodologies to support efforts to analyse and report on 
the status of marine resources, threats, impacts and 
effectiveness of response measures 
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What else 
can 
Governments 
do to support 
MSP?

Engage in future regional, sub-regional and national 
assessments that support development of State of Pollution and 
Environment Reports and the implementation of the Pollution 
(LBS) and Marine Biodiversity (SPAW) protocols of the Cartagena 
Convention which promote use of MSP

Strengthen national institutional frameworks, including via 
policy harmonisation, to guide strategic, data-driven, long-term, 
and coordinated ecosystem-based management of marine and 
coastal resources using MSP and other management tools

Invest in and scale up best management practices and 
technologies to protect marine habitats and to prevent, 
reduce, and control pollution using MSP as a planning tool
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Thank you!    ¡Gracias!  Merci !
https://www.unenvironment.org/cep/

unep-cartagenaconvention@un.org

UNEPCartagenaConvention UNEP_CEP Youtube: CEPUNEP LinkedIn: UNEP-Caribbean Environment Programme

https://www.unenvironment.org/cep/
mailto:unep-cartagenaconvention@un.org

