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2018 CAPACITY ASSESSMENT REPORT
• The 2018 assessment provides a new baseline of the status of tsunami 

preparedness capacity in the region.

• The online survey include five sections: 1) basic information; policies, 2) 
plans and guidelines; 3) risk assessment and reduction; 4) detection, 
warning and dissemination; and 5) public awareness, preparedness and 
response.

• The results indicate that there has been considerable improvement across all 
components of the IOTWMS since 2005

• It also identifies specific gaps and prioritises capacity development 
requirements at both regional and national levels



RISK ASSESSMENT AND REDUCTION
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WAY FORWARD (1)

• Capacity building in tsunami hazard and risk assessment should 
continue to be a key activity of WG-1.

• Inundation modelling has been identified as a priority capacity 
development area that is required as input to evacuation planning.

• Probabilistic Tsunami Hazard Assessments (PTHAs) should continue to 
be advanced in the Indian Ocean region as they provide estimates of 
uncertainties.

• The 2018 tsunamis in Palu and Sunda Strait demonstrated that tsunami 
hazard assessments need to be conducted at the local level to facilitate 
detailed local planning.



WAY FORWARD (2) 
• WG-1 with the support of ICG/IOTWMS Secretariat and IOTIC should continue to 

support downstream activities such as the UNESCO-IOC Tsunami Ready 
programme.

• It is important to conduct tsunami exercises and drills to test SOPs and maintain 
public awareness.

• WG-1 should continue to support the interface between the upstream tsunami 
warning and downstream emergency management operations, especially SOP 
development.

• Workshops and training on tsunami awareness, education and preparedness 
should continue as an activity of WG-1 with the support of ICG/IOTWMS Secretariat 
and IOTIC.



Thank  you.

Nora Gale, ICG/IOTWMS Secretariat, n.gale@unesco.org
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