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Expert Panel:

Expert panels for physics and climate, biogeochemistry, biology and 
ecosystems that synthesize across requirements and provide guidance 
on observing systems design. 
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Observations Coordination Group: 

Observations Coordination Group, JCOMMOPS and GOOS 
Regional Alliances that implement observing systems 
and ensure the flow of observations across the global 
network and regional observing structures.
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Operational Forecast Systems:
An expert team on operational forecast systems creating guidance to 
improve capacity, quality and interoperability of ocean forecast 
products.
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GOOS Projects for the observing System: 

GOOS Projects that advance innovation and expand into new areas and 
capabilities for the observing system
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GOOS Structure & Engagement:
Core coordination through a central GOOS office in Paris and 
distributed nodes supporting GOOS structures and engagement.  In 
2020 a G7-GOOS coordination centre will begin operation as a 
complement.
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GOOS Steering Committee & Sponsors:
Governance through a GOOS Steering Committee and sponsors (the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission o UNESCO, the world 
Meteorological Organisation, United Nations Environment Programme, 
and the International Science Council). 

6

GOOS has six key components:



SO9 Capacity Development
Implementing ocean 
monitoring and forecasting 
system with the 
engagement of GRAs
Engage with Member States at regional level, 
in particular SIDS and African countries on 
implementing ocean observing and forecasting 
systems
Ocean Observation Network 
Training Workshops
For interested African Member States aspiring 
to undertake National Ocean 
            Observation Network. 

SO4 Empower end 
user applications
Data Integration 
Products Across 
GRAs
Initial action is to develop case 
studies, IMOS has initiated 
such a project and this would 
constitute an initial case study, 
users to learn and expand 
across GRAs

SO1 Partnerships for 
delivery
GRA forecasts, services and 
assessment
GRAs - forecasts, services and 
assessment (FS&A) and 
showcase success stories. 
evolve a methodology to develop 
interconnection among GRAs 
and Initiate dialogue during the 
next GRA Forum



• UN DECADE OCEAN SCIENCE 
• USE CASE LIBRARY under development - Benefits of Ocean 

Observing Catalog (BOOC)
• EMODnet Asset mapping 
• ETOOFS  Expert Team on Operational Ocean Forecasting System 

(ETOOFS)  
• SCOR WG FLOTSAM -Marine Plastics OBS Open ocean sampling 

reporting
• Integrated Marine Debris Observing System (IMDOS)
• GRA connectivity  : 

OceanGliders, HF Radars, and Animal–borne instrumentation,  
GOA-ON, OCG and Ocean Best Practices groups.

• Discussion - The OOPC Boundary System Task Team:
• COVID 19 Crisis  Many meetings are postponed –Field activities are 

affected -  Work from Home – Challenges in Funding



Benefits of Ocean Observations Catalog (BOOC)

To create an online, geographically referenced, searchable data base of use 
cases focused on end user’s specific choices that they make from information, 
products and services from the ocean observing systems

To incorporate use cases, tag them to the relevant application areas, and have 
a searchable database. 

U.S. Integrated Ocean Observing System (U.S IOOS)



GRA Success Story: Ocean Science & Small Island Developing States
      
Small Island Developing States as designated by UNESCO and 
UN-OHRLLS. 

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) have vulnerable "blue economies," 
where most livelihoods rely directly on ocean resources. 

An article published on  SciDevNet – with contributions from several GRAs 
– explores how cooperative ocean monitoring can help SIDS to manage 
their marine environments based on the best science available.

http://www.scidev.net/global/water/feature/ocean-science-development-sids-facts-figures.html
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CONNECTION  GOOS TO FOCAL POINTS

SO1 Partnerships for delivery
Overall bring visibility/highlight services rendered by GRAs to 

member states through respective GOOS Focal Points;   Capture 
the strength of GRAs and their association with other agencies.



OBSERVATION-DATA-PRODUCT-FORECAST

SO4 Empower end user 
applications

Data Integration Products Across 
GRAs



st Ocean Literacy Course

UN DECADE



CONNECTION TO WMO
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1. IOCARIBE GOOS
2. NEARGOOS
3. SEA-GOOS
4. GRASP
5. PI GOOS
6. GOOSAfrica
7. MANGOOS
8. Black Sea GOOS 
9. IOGOOS

10. OCEATLAN
11. EuroGOOS
12. IMOS
13. USIOOS

6 IOC sub-commissions or 
related intergovernmental 
structures. 

4 memorandum of 
understanding. 

1 international nonprofit 
association,

2 funded national 
government programs



GOOS in the Decade 
Proposal

Three transformative 
Decade Programmes
United under the theme of 
INTEGRATION
• Integrated system design
• Connecting to local 

stakeholder communities
• Integrating observations 

into the coast

Project

Project

Project

Project

Project

Project



GOOS SC to consider

• Initiate action from emerging GRAs to full fledged GRA 
• Connecting to National Focal Points 
•  GRAs role Global  Regional  nAtional
• SEEK ADVISE OF GOOS SC  1994 - 3  Decades
• Discuss the recommendation for creating a Task team to  

make recommendations next year.

• Connect – Guide -  Resolve - Strengthen  GRAs activities  


