
Thank you for your interest in submitting a proposed Decade Action for endorsement! 

Via this Call for Decade Actions, partners are invited to request endorsement under the Ocean
Decade for transformative Decade Actions that contribute to the Ocean Decade vision of ‘the
science we need for the ocean we want’. This Call for Decade Actions, which is the first of series to
be launched as part of the Ocean Decade, focuses specifically on: 

1. Large-scale, multi-country, transformative Decade programmes; and
2. Large-scale contributions of in-kind or financial resources for Decade Actions, or support to

the coordination functions of the Ocean Decade through provision of in-kind and/or financial
resources, and/or hosting of a Decade Collaborative Centre / Coordination Office.

Programmes or contributions that will enhance the sustainability of ocean science, including
infrastructure or individual or institutional capacity, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic are welcome
in response to this call.

Please click here to obtain a PDF version of this form.  It should be only used for reference. Only
forms submitted via this survey monkey platform will be accepted.

Interested parties should complete and submit the Request for Endorsement for before 15
January 2021. Decisions on endorsement under this Call will be made in the first quarter of 2021.
Further information on the call can be obtained by contacting oceandecade@unesco.org 

Please note that initiatives proposed by United Nations entities are subject to a separate process
that involves registration of their Decade Actions. Further details on that process can be obtained
by contacting the IOC Secretariat. 

Before starting we strongly encourage you to read the materials in the Resources page dedicated
to the Call for Decade Actions.

 

Ocean Decade: Call for Actions 01/2020

** This survey and any files transmitted within it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom
they are addressed. If you have received this survey in error please notify the system manager. If you are not the intended
participant you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this survey. **
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Ocean Decade: Call for Actions 01/2020

1. Please select how you would best describe yourself in relation to your proposed Decade Action:*

I am ready to submit a Decade Action.

I am interested in submitting a Decade Action but am not yet ready to get started with my submission.

REQUEST FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CALL FOR DECADE ACTIONS

Ocean Decade: Call for Actions 01/2020

If you are interested in submitting a Decade Action but you are
not yet ready to get started with your submission, please fill in
the following few questions to make sure you receive
information and updates on the Call for Decade Actions: 

1. Name*

2. Organisation*
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3. Email*

4. Idea for a proposed Decade Action*

5. Alignment of your proposed initiative with Ocean Decade Challenges*

Challenge 1 - Understand and map land and sea-based sources of pollutants and contaminants and their potential impacts on
human health and ocean ecosystems, and develop solutions to remove or mitigate them.

Challenge 2 - Understand the effects of multiple stressors on ocean ecosystems, and develop solutions to monitor, protect,
manage and restore ecosystems and their biodiversity under changing environmental, social and climate conditions.

Challenge 3 - Generate knowledge, support innovation, and develop solutions to optimise the role of the ocean in sustainably
feeding the world’s population under changing environmental, social and climate conditions.

Challenge 4 - Generate knowledge, support innovation, and develop solutions for equitable and sustainable development of
the ocean economy under changing environmental, social and climate conditions.

Challenge 5 - Enhance understanding of the ocean-climate nexus and generate knowledge and solutions to mitigate, adapt
and build resilience to the effects of climate change across all geographies and at all scales, and to improve services including
predictions for the ocean, climate and weather.

Challenge 6 - Enhance multi-hazard early warning services for all geophysical, ecological, biological, weather, climate and
anthropogenic related ocean and coastal hazards, and mainstream community preparedness and resilience.

Challenge 7 - Ensure a sustainable ocean observing system across all ocean basins that delivers accessible, timely, and
actionable data and information to all users.

Challenge 8 - Through multi-stakeholder collaboration, develop a comprehensive digital representation of the ocean, including
a dynamic ocean map, which provides free and open access for exploring, discovering, and visualizing past, current, and future
ocean conditions in a manner relevant to diverse stakeholders.

Challenge 9 - Ensure comprehensive capacity development and equitable access to data, information, knowledge and
technology across all aspects of ocean science and for all stakeholders.

Challenge 10 - Ensure that the multiple values and services of the ocean for human wellbeing, culture, and sustainable
development are widely understood, and identify and overcome barriers to behaviour change required for a step change in
humanity’s relationship with the ocean.

6. Would you like to be put in contact with other partners working on similar ideas / issues?*

Yes

No

7. Do you agree to your email contact information being made public so that potential partners can contact
you?

*

Yes

No

8. Please confirm that you have completed your form submission:*

I have completed my form submission.
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1. If you are ready to get started, please select if your proposed Decade Action is a:*

A Decade Programme

A Decade In-Kind or Financial Contribution

Please only use this section of the questionnaire if your proposed Decade Action is
a Decade Programme.

REQUEST FOR ENDORSEMENT OF DECADE ACTION: DECADE PROGRAMMES

Ocean Decade: Call for Actions 01/2020

1. Overview of Proponent and Proposed Decade Programme

1. Lead Institution*
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2. Lead Institution Type*

International intergovernmental organisation

Regional intergovernmental organisation

Other regional organisation

National government

Sub-national government

University

Research institute

Private sector enterprise

Philanthropic Foundation

Corporate Foundation

Multilateral or bilateral funding agency

NGO / civil society organization

Working group / expert group / taskforce

Community group

Other (please specify)

3. Lead institution physical address:*

4. Contact person:*

Address  

City/Town  

Country  

Email Address  

Phone Number  

5. Contact details*

6. Partner details if relevant (for each partner please list Institution name, contact details including address
& email and role of partner)
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7. Name of proposed Decade Programme*

8. Short title / acronym of proposed Decade Programme for communications purposes (if any)

9. Summary description of proposed Decade Programme (100 words or less to be used on website and in
communications – please use lay terms that can be understood by a wide audience)

*

Start

Date

DD/MM/YYYY  

End

Date

DD/MM/YYYY  

10. Start & end date of proposed Decade Programme*

11. Estimated total budget of proposed Decade Programme*

12. Percentage of estimated budget that is secured

13. Secured funding sources (donor name and approximate amount secured)

14. Do you require support to find additional resources for your Decade Programme?*

Yes

No
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15. Would you like to be put in touch with partners working on similar issues or proposing Decade Actions
that could have synergies with your proposed Action?

*

Yes

No

16. Countries in which the proposed Decade Programme will be implemented*

17. Ocean basins in which the proposed Decade Programme will be implemented*

Indian Ocean

North Pacific Ocean

South Pacific Ocean

North Atlantic Ocean

South Atlantic Ocean

Arctic Ocean

Antarctic Ocean

2. Description of the proposed Decade Programme

18. What is the high-level objective(s) of your proposed Decade Programme?*

19. What are the key expected outcomes of your proposed Decade Programme?*

20. Please describe the activities that will be implemented as part of the proposed Decade Programme
(600 words or less)

*

21. Please describe the theory of change that underpins your proposed Decade Programme i.e. how will
the activities being carried out achieve the outcomes and objectives that you envisage (400 words or less)

*
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22. Will your proposed Decade Programme enhance the sustainability of ocean science initiatives,
including infrastructure or individual / institutional capacity, in light of the current Covid-19 pandemic?

*

Yes

No

23. If yes, how will your proposed Decade Programme enhance the sustainability of ocean science
initiatives, including infrastructure or individual / institutional capacity, in light of the current Covid-19
pandemic (200 words or less)?

24. Please describe the coordination / management structure for the proposed Decade Programme (400
words or less)

*

3. Contribution of Proposed Decade Programme to the UN Decade of Ocean
Science for Sustainable Development (refer to the Ocean Decade Implementation
Plan for details)
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25. To which Sustainable Development Goal(s) (SDG) will your proposed Decade Programme contribute?
Please select a maximum of three SDGs

*

GOAL 1: No Poverty.

GOAL 2: Zero Hunger

GOAL 3: Good Health and Well-being

GOAL 4: Quality Education

GOAL 5: Gender Equality

GOAL 6: Clean Water and Sanitation

GOAL 7: Affordable and Clean Energy

GOAL 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth

GOAL 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure

GOAL 10: Reduced Inequality

GOAL 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities

GOAL 12: Responsible Consumption and Production

GOAL 13: Climate Action

GOAL 14: Life Below Water

GOAL 15: Life on Land

GOAL 16: Peace and Justice Strong Institutions

GOAL 17: Partnerships to achieve the Goal

26. How will your proposed Decade programme will contribute to the SDGs selected? Please Explain (200
words)

*

27. How will your proposed Decade Programme contribute to the vision and mission of the Decade (400
words)?

*
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28. To which Decade outcome(s) will your proposed Decade Programme contribute ?*

Outcome 1: A clean ocean where sources of pollution are identified and reduced or removed.

Outcome 2: A healthy and resilient ocean where marine ecosystems are understood, protected, restored and managed.

Outcome 3: A productive ocean supporting sustainable food supply and a sustainable ocean economy.

Outcome 4: A predicted ocean where society understands and can respond to changing ocean conditions.

Outcome 5: A safe ocean where life and livelihoods are protected from ocean-related hazards.

Outcome 6: An accessible ocean with open and equitable access to data, information and technology and innovation.

Outcome 7: An inspiring and engaging ocean where society understands and values the ocean in relation to human wellbeing
and sustainable development.

29. How will your proposed Decade Programme contribute to the Decade outcomes selected (200 words)?*

30. To which Ocean Decade Challenge(s) will your proposed Decade Programme contribute?*

Challenge 1: Understand and map land and sea-based sources of pollutants and contaminants and their potential impacts on
human health and ocean ecosystems, and develop solutions to remove or mitigate them.

Challenge 2: Understand the effects of multiple stressors on ocean ecosystems, and develop solutions to monitor, protect,
manage and restore ecosystems and their biodiversity under changing environmental, social and climate conditions.

Challenge 3: Generate knowledge, support innovation, and develop solutions to optimise the role of the ocean in sustainably
feeding the world’s population under changing environmental, social and climate conditions.

Challenge 4: Generate knowledge, support innovation, and develop solutions for equitable and sustainable development of the
ocean economy under changing environmental, social and climate conditions.

Challenge 5: Enhance understanding of the ocean-climate nexus and generate knowledge and solutions to mitigate, adapt
and build resilience to the effects of climate change across all geographies and at all scales, and to improve services including
predictions for the ocean, climate and weather.

Challenge 6: Enhance multi-hazard early warning services for all geophysical, ecological, biological, weather, climate and
anthropogenic related ocean and coastal hazards, and mainstream community preparedness and resilience.

Challenge 7: Ensure a sustainable ocean observing system across all ocean basins that delivers accessible, timely, and
actionable data and information to all users.

Challenge 8: Through multi-stakeholder collaboration, develop a comprehensive digital representation of the ocean, including
a dynamic ocean map, which provides free and open access for exploring, discovering, and visualizing past, current, and future
ocean conditions in a manner relevant to diverse stakeholders.

Challenge 9: Ensure comprehensive capacity development and equitable access to data, information, knowledge and
technology across all aspects of ocean science and for all stakeholders.

Challenge 10: Ensure that the multiple values and services of the ocean for human wellbeing, culture, and sustainable
development are widely understood, and identify and overcome barriers to behaviour change required for a step change in
humanity’s relationship with the ocean.

31. How will your proposed Decade Programme contribute to the Decade Challenges selected (200
words)?

*
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32. To which Decade Objective(s) will your proposed Decade Programme contribute?*

Objective 1: Identify required knowledge for sustainable development, and increase the capacity of ocean science to deliver
needed ocean data and information

Objective 2: Build capacity and generate comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the ocean including human
interactions, and interactions with the atmosphere, cryosphere and the land sea interface.

Objective 3: Increase the use of ocean knowledge and understanding, and develop capacity to contribute to sustainable
development solutions.

33. How will your proposed Decade Programme contribute to the Decade Objective(s) selected (200
words)?

*
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34. With respect to the Decade Objectives selected above, to which Decade Sub-Objective(s) will your
proposed Decade Programme contribute?

*

1.1: Provide the scientific basis for regular integrated assessments of the state of the ocean and identify priority gaps at
different scales and in different geographies to frame efforts in exploration, observations and experimentation.

1.2: Promote new technology development and enhance access to technology to generate ocean data, information and
knowledge.

1.3: Enhance and expand existing ocean observing systems across all ocean basins to deliver information on standardized
essential ocean variables including social and economic, geological, physical, chemical, bathymetric, biological, ecological
parameters, and observations on human interactions with the ocean.

1.4: Develop mechanisms that support community-led science initiatives and the recognition and inclusion of local and
indigenous knowledge as a fundamental source of knowledge.

1.5: Undertake regular assessments of the state of ocean science capacity to identify and overcome barriers to generational,
gender and geographic diversity, and promote sufficient and sustainable investment.

2.1: Generate a comprehensive inventory, mapping, and understanding of the role and function of ocean components including
their human interactions and interactions with the atmosphere, cryosphere and the land sea interface.

2.2: Generate a comprehensive understanding of thresholds and tipping points for ocean components, including human
interactions.

2.3: Innovate and expand the use of historical ocean knowledge to support sustainable development solutions.

2.4: Improve existing, and develop new generation ocean models for improved understanding of the past, current and future
states of the ocean, including human interactions.

2.4: Improve prediction services and increase predictive capability for oceanic hazards or events including extreme weather
and climate.

2.5: Expand cooperation in ocean-related education, training, capacity development and transfer of marine technology.

3.1: Broadly communicate and promote the role of ocean science for sustainable development across diverse stakeholder
groups including through formal and information education and an expansion of ocean literacy approaches across stakeholder
groups.

3.2: Develop interoperable, open access platforms and applications to share data, information and knowledge in a format that
connects knowledge generators and users.

3.3: Undertake interdisciplinary, multi-stakeholder co-design and co-delivery of ocean solutions including policy, decision-
making, integrated ocean management frameworks, applications and services, and technology and innovation.

3.4:  Expand and enhance spatial planning processes to contribute to sustainable development across regions and scales.

3.5: Expand and enhance inclusive and integrated management frameworks and tools, including nature-based solutions, to
maintain ecosystem functioning, provide for adaptive processes under changing ocean conditions, and incorporate community
values and needs.

3.6: Expand and enhance services, applications and management tools for building and mainstreaming preparedness and
adaptive responses to multiple stressors and hazards.

3.7: Expand and enhance tools, applications and services that integrate and facilitate use of data, information, and knowledge
on ocean-related natural capital including the social, cultural, environmental, and economic characteristics of the ocean.

35. How will your proposed Decade Programme contribute to the Decade sub-objectives selected (200
words)?

*
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36. Please check which of the following criteria are relevant to your proposed Decade Programme as far
as they are relevant to your proposal:

*

Accelerate the generation or use of knowledge and understanding of the ocean, with a specific focus on knowledge that will
contribute to the achievement of the SDGs and complementary policy frameworks and initiatives.

Is co-designed or co-delivered by knowledge generators and users, and does it facilitate the uptake of science and ocean
knowledge for policy, decision making, management and/or innovation.

Will provide all data and resulting knowledge in an open access, shared, discoverable manner and appropriately deposited in
recognized data repositories consistent with the IOC Oceanographic Data Exchange Policy[1] or the relevant UN subordinate
body data policy. 

If you check this criteria, please provide in the question below details of where data will be deposited and where it exists,
attach a data management plan.

Strengthen existing or create new partnerships across nations and/or between diverse ocean actors, including users of ocean
science.

Contribute toward capacity development, including, but not limited to, beneficiaries in Small Island Developing States, Least
Developed Countries and Land-locked Developing Countries.

Overcome barriers to diversity and equity, including gender, generational, and geographic diversity.

Collaborate with and engage local and indigenous knowledge holders.

37. How will your proposed Decade Programme contribute to the Decade criteria selected (no word limit)?*

4. Communications

38. Please describe how you plan to communicate about your proposed Decade Programme including the
main target audiences and methods of communications (400 words or less).

*

39. Have you developed a communications strategy or plan as part of your proposed Decade Programme?
If so, please attach it as part of the supporting documentation.

*

Yes

No

   No file chosen

40. If yes, please attach the communications documents requested.

Choose File Choose File

5. Supporting Documentation
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   No file chosen

41. Please attach any relevant supporting documents to your submission that will aid in its evaluation e.g.
project log frame, research proposal, high-level budget, data management plan, communications strategy,
or letters of support. Please note that none of these documents are obligatory, but can be provided at the
discretion of the proponent if they feel it will help in the understanding of their request.

Choose File Choose File

42. Please confirm that you have completed your form submission:*

I have completed my form submission.

Please only use this section of the questionnaire if your proposed Decade Action is a Financial or
In-Kind Contribution to the Decade.

REQUEST FOR ENDORSEMENT OF DECADE ACTION: DECADE CONTRIBUTIONS

Ocean Decade: Call for Actions 01/2020

1. Overview of Proponent and Proposed Decade Contribution

1. Lead Institution*
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2. Lead Institution Type*

International intergovernmental organisation

Regional intergovernmental organisation

Other regional organisation

National government

Sub-national government

University

Research institute

Private sector enterprise

Philanthropic Foundation

Corporate Foundation

Multilateral or bilateral funding agency

NGO / civil society organization

Working group / expert group / taskforce

Community group

Other (please specify)

3. Lead institution physical address*

4. Contact person*

Address  

City/Town  

Country  

Email Address  

Phone Number  

5. Contact details*

6. Partner details if relevant (for each partner please list institution name, contact details including address
& email and role of partner)
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7. Does your proposed Decade Contribution involve?*

Hosting of a Decade Collaborative Centre / Coordination Office (please make sure to answer Section 2 below on the
details of the Collaborative Centre / Coordination Office)

Financial or in-kind support to the Decade Coordination Unit

Financial or in-kind support to the Decade Coordination Unit

8. Name of proposed Decade Contribution:*

9. Short title / acronym of proposed Decade Contribution for communications purposes (if any)

10. What is the objective of your proposed Decade Contribution?*

11. Summary description of your proposed Decade Contribution (400 words)*

Start

Date

MM/DD/YYYY  

End

Date

MM/DD/YYYY  

12. Start & end date of proposed Decade Contribution*

13. Estimated total budget of proposed Decade Contribution*
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14. Will your proposed Decade Contribution enhance the sustainability of ocean science initiatives,
including infrastructure or individual / institutional capacity, in light of the current Covid-19 pandemic?

*

Yes

No

15. If yes, how will your proposed Decade Contribution enhance the sustainability of ocean science
initiatives, including infrastructure or individual / institutional capacity, in light of the current Covid-19
pandemic (200 words or less)?

2. For proposed Decade Contributions involving the establishment and operation
of a Decade Collaborative Centre / Coordination Office, please answer the
following questions

16. Country in which the proposed Decade Collaborative Centre / Coordination Office will be located

17. Thematic, programmatic or regional focus of proposed Decade Collaborative Centre / Coordination
Office

18. Please describe the expertise and experience of the host organisation in coordinating ocean science
programmes or activities at the regional or global level?

   No file chosen

19. Please, upload any relevant supporting documents (Q18)

Choose File Choose File

20. Please describe the existing or proposed human resources that would be made available for the
Decade Collaborative Centre / Coordination Office?

   No file chosen

21. Please, upload any relevant supporting documents (Q20)

Choose File Choose File
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22. Please describe the physical infrastructure that would be made available for the Decade Collaborative
Centre / Coordination Office (buildings, equipment, vehicles, IT equipment etc.)?

   No file chosen

23. Please, upload any relevant supporting documents (Q22)

Choose File Choose File

24. Please describe the coordination / management structure for the proposed Decade Collaborative
Centre / Coordination Office.

   No file chosen

25. Please, upload any relevant supporting documents (Q24)

Choose File Choose File

26. Please provide a detailed budget and an overview of the financial and in-kind resources that have been
secured. 

   No file chosen

27. Please, upload any relevant supporting documents (Q26)

Choose File Choose File

28. Please provide a detailed budget and an overview of the financial and in-kind resources that have been
secured. 

   No file chosen

29. Please, upload any relevant supporting documents (Q28)

Choose File Choose File

30. Please describe the communications strategy or plan for the proposed Collaborative Centre /
Coordination Office.
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   No file chosen

31. Please, upload any relevant supporting documents (Q30)

Choose File Choose File

32. Please identify which of the following criteria the proposed Collaborative Centre / Coordination Office
will contribute to

Accelerating the generation or use of knowledge and understanding of the ocean, with a specific focus on knowledge that will
contribute to the achievement of the SDGs and complementary policy frameworks and initiatives.

Facilitating the co-design or co-delivery of ocean science by knowledge generators and users, and facilitating the uptake of
science and ocean knowledge for policy, decision making, management and/or innovation.

Promoting the availability of ocean science date in an open access, shared, discoverable manner.

Strengthening existing or create new partnerships across nations and/or between diverse ocean actors, including users of
ocean science.

Contributing towards capacity development, including, but not limited to, beneficiaries in Small Island Developing States, Least
Developed Countries and Land-locked Developing Countries.

Overcoming barriers to diversity and equity, including gender, generational, and geographic diversity.

Collaborating with and engaging local and indigenous knowledge holders.

33. Please provide any complementary information to explain your selection above (400 words):

34. Please confirm that you have completed your form submission:*

I have completed my form submission.

**Please note that the due diligence processes set out in UNESCO’s Comprehensive Partnership Strategy will apply.**

Thank you for completing your request.

We look forward to considering your inputs and/or further discussion with you about your
submission!

You have completed your Request for Endorsement of Decade Actions / your Request
for information.

Ocean Decade: Call for Actions 01/2020
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Please note that the due diligence processes set out in UNESCO’s Comprehensive Partnership
Strategy will apply.

For queries, please contact oceandecade@unesco.org
For further information, please visit www.oceandecade.org
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