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IODE QUALITY MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK PROJECT

The IOC Committee on International Oceanographic Data and Information Exchange,

Noting the Recommendation IODE-XXII.18 (Establishment of the IODE Quality Management Framework Project) with the following objectives: 
(i) provide the overall strategy, advice and guidance to NODCs to establish organizational quality management systems for the delivery of oceanographic and related data, products and services,
(ii) initiate and review existing standards and Manuals and Guides with respect to the inclusion of quality management procedures and practices, 
(iii) apply the necessary capacity development activities to ensure accreditation of NODCs according to agreed criteria in order to bring all NODCs to a minimum agreed level,

Further noting the number of Associate Data Units (ADU) is growing and ADUs are contributing data to NODCs and the OBIS portal as data providers, and the importance for ADUs to meet the IODE accreditation requirements,

Decides that ADUs can apply for accreditation under the IODE-QMF and those ADUs that meet the IODE accreditation requirements will be awarded the status of Accredited IODE Associate Data Unit,

Encourages Member States to nominate experts having expertise in implementing quality management systems for management of oceanographic data to the Group of Experts,

Strongly encourages NODCs and ADUs to develop Quality Management Systems for their Centres and to apply for IODE accreditation,

Invites Member States with a well-developed QMS in place to share experiences, expertise and documentation with other Member States developing or planning such systems.

